Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.059; wR factor = 0.115; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.5.
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2002 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2003) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001; Atwood & Barbour, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2008) .
Comment
The title compound was isolated as a precursor in the synthesis of a series of ethynylarene-based ligands with terminal carboxylate groups. Interest in these kinds of ligands can be attributed to their ability to incorporate metal ions into M-O-C clusters, leading to novel metal-organic frameworks (MOFs), a category of compounds gaining increasing interest due to their potential applications for gas storage and separation and catalysis (Eddaoudi et al., 2001; Dybtsev et al., 2004; Kesanli et al., 2005; Zhao et al., 2004) . The structure of the title compound (I) is shown in Fig. 1 . Molecules of (I) pack in layers parallel to the (010) plane forming herring-bone motifs (Fig. 2) . Analysis of the crystal packing shows that the molecules are arranged in alternating directions in the layer, due to the bulky trimethylsilyl groups facilitating the close packing of the molecules with the adjacent layer along the c axis. The methyl hydrogen atoms of the trimethysilyl group form C-H···O hydrogen bonds with the carbonyl oxygen atom on the adjacent molecule (Fig. 3) .
The acetylenic bond distance [C9-C10 1.200 (3) Å] corresponds with the average value detailed in Allen et al. (1987) for C sp ≡ C sp -C sp2 (Ar).
Experimental
The title compound (I), was synthesized from trimethylsilylacetylene and 4-iodo(methylbenzoate) using a Sonogashira cross-coupling-type reaction as detailed in (Fasina et al., 2005) . Recrystallization from hexane afforded crystals of the title compound. 
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were refined in calculated positions, using a riding model (C-H = 0.98-0.99 Å, U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl C or 1.2U eq (C) or the remaining C atoms). 
